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This year, the Genesee Valley
Conservancy has experienced
tremendous growth, both in
acreage and maturity. We closed
on two casements, adding 1,400
acres to our total of protected
acreage in the area, expanded
our involvement within the
community through programs
like the Geneseo Farmers Market
and purchased 64 acres of land as
anature preserve and for public
access. Even our office at One
Main Street received a facelift,
thanks to our wonderful landlord!
Our Board of Directors
has grown, as well. This June,
we welcomed Jeff Mulligan
to the Board. He rejoins after
ascveral year absence, during
which time he and his family
participated in the NY State
Purchase of Development Rights
Program, cffcctively conserving
important farmland in Avon. Jeft

is a successful dairy farmer and

brings valuable perspective to
the organization as we continue
working with this important
group of landowners.

Dean Jewett and Dick Sheflin
retired from their positions on the
Board this year. Dean has been a
member of the Genesee Valley
Conservancy Board of Directors
since 1990, and has served on
the Finance and Acquisitions
Committees. Dick joined the
Board of Directors in 2005
and has served as Chair of the
Stewardship Committee. We are
gratcful for their dedication and
years of service.

GVC’s committees have been
very busy the past few months,
too. They have some creative
ideas for keeping the community
informed about our mission to
protect the habitat, open space
and farmland of the Genesee
Valley region and I'm very proud

of their progress.

As many of you know, GVC
Cxpcricnccd another major
change this year as well. Eric
Grace, Executive Director
for the past 14 years, moved
west at the end of the summer.
Our ofhce staff, comprised of
Interim Executive Director Ben
Gajcwski, Devclopmcnt and
Communications Coordinator
Katy Festa, and Farmland
Protection Coordinator Dave
Bojanowski, is doing aremarkable
job of filling in the gap until a
new Executive Director can be
found. Our Search Committee is
reviewing applications and hopes
to have a new Director in the
near future.

Aswe look towards 2012, we
thank you for your continued

support and dedication.

G P et

Myrtlc: Merrite
President. GVC Board quz'rm‘z‘arr

The mission of the Genesee Valley
Conservancy is to protect the habitat,
open space and farmland in the Genesee

Valley region.



GVC Achieves National Accreditation

Strong, well-managed land trusts provide local

CRED/,

by Katy Festa

Genesee Valley

communities with effective champions and "‘- %

caretakers of their critical land resources, and . m ;
safeguard the land through the generations. T;:_ ‘ A &
In 2005, the Land Trust Accreditation "a,;-‘:;g J E:H-:-*\h

Commission dcvclopcd anaccreditation
program to recognize organizations that
opcratccl at the higlicst ethical and lcgal Before the application process bcgan,
standard in the land conservation field. GVC spenta considerable amount of time

implementing policies and procedures

Of the 1,700 land trusts across the country,
GVCisoneof only 135 to achieve this

cxtraordinary distinction.

to increase cfﬁcicncy and effectiveness in
conscrvation cfforts. In January of 2010, GVC
began compiling the documentation required
for the in—dcpth application.

During a several month period, the Land
Trust Accreditation Commission reviewed
GV land transactions and finances, as well

as the written policics and proccdurcs for the

cthical and efficient operation of the

Ag Tour a Success

by David Bojanowski

On Scptcmbcr 16, Genesee Vallcy Conservancy hosted 40 decision
makers from Livingston County for a tour of several local farms. This
year’s tour, called Strength in Diversity, focused on the wide variety of
resources, both human and agricultural, Livingston County possesses.
County, town and village planncrs and members of zoning boards joincd
GVC staff to explore seven agricultural operations of all shapes and sizes
throughout the county.

Stops ranged from Fagle Crest Vineyard, the oldest sacramental
wincry in the new world, to Katherine Humphrcy and her daughtcr
Jerrianne’s family business at All Western Evergreen Christmas Tree
Farm, all the way to Holly and John Moore’s 400 cow rotational grazing
operation at Graceland Dairies in the heart of the Dansville flacs.

Guest speakers on the tour adding to the diversity theme included
former Commission of Agriculture Nathan Rudgers, Livingston
County FSA Director Dean Pcndcrgast, and Lisa Burns of LiVingston
County Tourism. The take home message: diversity in the Genesce
Valley provides the region with the opportunity and resilience to

continue as aleader in agricultural innovation.

Conservancy

organization. The process also included a
follow-up phone call with GVC staffand
members of the Board of Directors.

The experience provided GVC with the
opportunity to reflect upon its mission, past
conservation successes and future goals. In
turn, the accreditation seal will proviclc the
community assurance in GVC’s continued
dedication to excellence, upholding the public
trust and ensuring the permanence of our

conservation CH:OITS.

Katherine Humphrey,.leﬁ, ;
Nursery and Tree. Ijz_rr_n in sz‘iingw e
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operqtion for over 40 years.
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Indian Fort

Nature Preserve

Trails Ope 7

for Enjoyment

By Benjamin Gajeski

Earlicr chis year, when GVC
acquired ab4acre parcei in the
town of Genesco, plans for the
property were only avision:
protecting the natural resources,
providing recreation, and
establishing educational uses.
After seven months of planning,
meetings and property visits, these
visions are now being realized.
GVC’s management plan
details four goals for the Indian

field and forest and combating

invasive specics when necessary.
Preserving the cultural
signiﬁcance of the property will be
achieved through careful planning
of other property uscs and
deveioping educational materials.
Developing an appreciation for
nature among the community will
be achieved through estabiishing
hiking trails and Genesee River
access for the public. Finally,

the preserve will serve as an
educational site through the
creation of a Research Committee
that will evaluate and oversee class
visitations and rescarch requests.

"The management plan has
barely begun to cool off since
printing, yet progress is already
being made on many of the
above goals.

Thanks to the ambitious work
of volunteers Jerry and Peggy
Merrill and daughters Tristen,
Courtney, and son Calem,
two miles of trails have been
established on the property. Jerry
took care to establish trails that
follow existing trails and deer
paths to minimize cutting and
maintenance needs. The trails
were also pianned to showcase

some Ofti‘lC outstanding eiements

his summer carpentry and was
looking for locations to place
them. Scotes hope was to find a
location where the benches could
be appreciated and used by the
community. As you walk the trails
you will see these well-crafted
benches; please stop amoment

to enjoy them when you visit the
preserve.

Research use of the property
is also underway. Dr. Jim Kernan
from the Geography Department
at SUNY Geneseo is using the
property as part of his rescarch on
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).
This beetle threatens to drasticaiiy
alter the state of New York forests
by climinating ash trees. More on
this research will be presented hy
Jim onMarch 21 at the St Mary’s
parish center in Geneseo starting
ac 7:30pm.

During the winter months
progress on the land icself will
pause and work will begin to
establish a narrative for the
property. Materials for interpretive
dispiays (ietaiiing the cultural
history, the ecology. geology,
and other topics of interest will
be rescarched and developed.
These items will be added to the
property in 2012.

Fort Nature Preserve and outlines | Legend of the property such as the 100 ft Asyouvisitand enjoy this

strategics to accomplish these @ indian Fort Nature Preserve waterfall and ancient Oak Trees. natural wonder, please help
GVC Protected Private Land

L As the trails were nearing minimize our impact by remaining
ﬂ] Pending GVC Project

gO&iS. Preserving tl’lC quality

and diversity of habitat on the completion, an email arrived on the trails, taking nothing but
Other Protected Land N . .
property will be achieved through from Scote Wilkerson. Scote photographs and leaving only
— Miles
allowing natural succession in the 0 05 1 A had several surplus benches from  footprins behind. Gve

4 genescevalleyconservancy.org



Nature Walk Series Recap

-

B

b)/ Katy Festa

Over 500 people participatcd in the eleven events that ranged froma
geology waterfall walk to a winter snowshoe and ski. The most popular
walk was to see the Bluebell flowers: over 300 participants this year!
Community members also enjoyed themselves on GVCs canoe trip
down the Genesee River. This 8.5 mile trip showcases the valley from

anew pcrspcctivc for many participants and for some it was their

r B -

first canocing experience.

This year’s walk series was sponsored by the Genesee Vallcy
Federal Credit Union whose donation hclpcd providc snacks at
cach of the events.
Keep your eyes out for the 2012 nature walks and events. Join GVCs
email list at info@genCsccvallcyconsCrvancy.org to receive reminders
and notifications of events! GVC

Genesee Valley Conservancy Staff
From left: Marcia Koch, Bookkeeper
Benjamin Gajewski, Zuserim Executive Director
David Boj awnowski, Fzrmland Protection

Katy Festa, 1)6’1’6’/0]77716}?[ and Communications

Credits: Photography by Benjamin Gajewski, Design by Kathleen Mannix
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GVC's membership year
runs from November to
the following October.
The following list consists
of contributions to GVC's
annual fund, as well as
other donations.

CONSERVATION CHAMPION

($10,000+)

Anonymous

Kenton & Amy Gibbs Brown

Elizabeth Chatwin

Coyne Farms: Jerry & Carol,
Dick & Jeanne

Sally Wood

BENEFACTOR

($5.000-9,999)

The Cornelius N. Bliss
Memorial Fund

Eric & Celeste Grace

Myrtle Merritt

Jon & Bee Perkins

Louis & Allis D’Amanda
Bruce & Katie Ferguson
William Gamble
Carl & Linda Gibbs
Bill & Jane Green
The Hart Family
Mrs. Hugh Hunter
Kathleen & Phil Jones
Pat Martin
Felicity Chanler McClenachan
R.B. Johnson & H.W. McCray
Martin & Theresa Miskell
Gregory & Elizabeth

0'Connell
Karen Schmidt
Craig Phelps
John Sawyer, Jr.
Harold & Kathy Stewart
Chacea Sundman
Harry & Helen Wadsworth
Peter Watson &

Clara Mulligan
Edward Young
John & Anne McCarthy Zmich

OAK ($2,500-4,999)
Bill & Meg Lloyd

DOGWOOD
($1,250-2,499)
Steve & Jan Ashley
Adrian & Sue Chanler
Oliver Chanler
Shelia Chanler
Donnan Family
Dean & Ann Jewett
John Lockhart &

Lynn Mazadoorian
Tom & Georgia Macauley
Sharon & Chip Presutti

SASSAFRAS ($600-1,249)

Robert Boeckman, Jr. &
Mary H. Delton

Joseph G. Bucci

Greg & Sue Carlson

Dan & Alida Dierker

Sanford & Lissa England

Paul & Gay K. Frame

Marty & Cathy Gardner

Jeremy & Anna H. Grace

Kristi Hannam

Michael & Frances Millard

Martha Pierce

Martha D. Wadsworth

Joyce Wechsler

BLUEBELL ($300-599)
Anonymous
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsmans
Club, Inc.
A. John & Mary C.
Bartholomew
Michael & Anne Bishop
Jim & Mary Lou Boynton
Myron O. & Linda Brady
Ronald Buchanan
Joseph H. Callahan
Ronald & Judith Cicoria
Tom & Anne Colahan
Jerry & Carol Coyne
Chris Dahl & Ruth Rowse

TRILLIUM ($150-299)

Robert & Susan Besanceney

Bill & Sandy Brennan

Gracia Campbell

Hazard K. & Gina Campbell

Dick & Jeanne Coyne

David & Cecilia Deuel

Dan & Sue Dimpfl

Tria Dove

Ginny Durbin

Erie & Niagara Insurance
Association

Larry & Marcie Faulkner

Mrs. Robert Fennell

Lee Gratwick

Stirlin & Beth Anne Harris

William Hart

Linda & Dick Hatheway

R. Bull-Brett & Donald Holland

Gwyn Hunting

Erica Hutten

Robert & Maria L. Isgro

Gale Johnson

Robert & Donna Kelsey

Allen Kerkeslager

Randall & Carol Kozlowski

John Kucaba, Jr.

Patti LaVigne

Geoffrey Lister & Katharine
Hiltunen

Henry Llop

Quentin & Libby Llop

Daniel J. McGuire & Family

Dairy Knoll Farms

Hank & Laura Minor

Ann Mulligan

Merle & Sheila Palmiter

Shel Pitney & llonka Tumelaire

Thomas Schoder

Charlie & Kay Sheffield

Stuart & Janey Symington

Travis & Marion Thorne

Bob & Terri Tugel

Jim & Barb Walker

David & Julie Woods

6 genescevalleyconservancy.org

TWIN LEAF ($75-149)

Anonymous (3)

Karin L. Alexander

Peter J. & Maureen
Anderson

Justin Andre & Carolyn
Wehle

David & Sandra Bojanowski

Bill & Carole Bowen

George & Sandra Brady

Alex & Carole Chanler

M. Gay Chanler

Selden & Marilyn Chase

Kurt & Barb Christiansen

Doris Chriswell

Susan Clark

Barbara Dechario

Ann Dwyer

James & Bonnie Ellis

Mary Ann Fink

Andrew & Beth Gajewski

Ellen Gendreau

Rick & Nancy Haggerty

Gregg Hartvigsen &
Meredith Drake

Herbert Hawley

Paula Henry

Myra Herlihy

Debbie & Brad Hill

Gertrude Houston

Kevin & Laura Keesee

Paul Kreher

Lyle & Margaret Lehman

Al & Dru Malavase

Ray & Rosann Mayo

William McCleary &
Maxine M. Long

Shirley & Jim McNally

Ryan & Alexandra
McPherson

David D. & Carolyn C. Meisel

Sharon Miceli

Timothy & Sarah N. Moag

Ann Morss

Davies Nagel

Rock Castor & Laurel Nelson

Charles & Mary Nitsche

Dan & Betsy 0'Mara

Susan Potenza

Sue Rabe

Vincent & Nancy Reale

Mark & Pam Ricotta

John & Jackie Robinson

Stan Rodwin

Paul & Barbara Schmied

Dick & Cynthia Sheflin

Eleanor Smith

James & Arleen Somerville

Daniel Spaeth &
Suzanne Powell

Susan A. Stevens

Monica Stone

Robert S. Sutor &
Judith Hunter

Pat & Randy Terho & Family

Louise & Will Wadsworth

Jack & Linda Walnes

Jim & Liz Welch

Gary & Karen Wenzel

Paul & Melinda Whitbeck

Bob & Sandy Wilcox

Bill & Molly Wood

Diane & Fred Yacoby
Bill O'Neill & Martha Zettel

ACORN (UP TO $74)

Anonymous (2)

Stephanie M. Abel

Elizabeth C. Adams

Lynn Airel

James P. & Lois H. Allen

D. Michael & Susan W.
Arney

Hon. Wesley Arnold

Larry Ayers

Thomas Baird

Joan C. Ballard

Kathy Barsz

Harold R. Bauer

Mary L. Beck

Peter & Donna Bondi

Robert & Sarah Booher

Michael Brambley

Craig Brocious

Charlotte & Bill Brummett

Karen Bryant

The Honorable Richard &
Heather Burke

Lisa Burns

Craig & Cinzia Chadderdon

Claire & Jim Chen

John Cichelli

The Creagan Family

Laura Cushman

Cylke-Kowalchuk Family

John Davis & Joan A. Reeves

Judy DelVecchio

William DeWald

Robert Doat

Diane Shafer Domnick

Sharyn Duffy

Ned & Martha Edmonds

Constance English

Andrew & Carin Farmer

Katy Festa

Dwight & Mary Folts

Sally Fox

Benjamin Gajewski

Jonathan Gates

Ruth Gibson

Bruce & Carol Godsave

Marjorie Harding

Mr. & Mrs. David Hartman

Eric & Barbara Havill

Charles Hayes

Heidi Heen

Sarah Heitzman

Paul & Shirley Hepler

Doug & Barb Higgins

Ray Higgins*

Rod & Diane Hinerman

Elizabeth Hobson

Ed & Donna Hoefer

Michael A. & Christina A.
Howard

Sharon Hyland

Mary Sue Jack

Ann Cady Jenson

Nancy Johnson

Patricia Johnson

Dean Johnston

Herb Jones & Carroll Jones

Trish Jones

Joseph & Lucille Kane

Virginia Karl

Susan J. Keister, LLC

Jim Kimball

Maureen Kingston

James & Linda Kirkwood

David & Christina Klosner

Sharon Knight

James & Frances Koch

Marcia Koch

Hans & Trisha Koomen

Ursula Kopp

C.R.K. Construction

Carol M. LaVigne

Kara & Jeremy Law

Ruth Lea

Guy & Aline Leclair

Stephen & Amy R. Leibeck

Livingston County Chamber
of Commerce

Anne Lutkus

Sandra Macauley

Wayne & Barbara Mahood

Anne McCarthy

Peg McCormick

Jackie McCullough

Kimberly McGann

Gail McGuire

James & Sarah McLean

Laurel McManus

Aurelio & Judy Mendoza

Donald Carew Mills

Doug & Sue Mills

Dennis & Marilyn M. Moore

Mary Merner & Gary Moore

Patricia Moran

John & Kaye Morgan

Mike & Janet Morrissey

Everett Morss

Butch & Patty Mothersell

Rudi & Monika Muller

Betsy & Michael Neiderbach

Debi Peskor

David Phillips

Robert & Nancy Pierson

Shannon Pinckney

Richard V. Pursel

Richard W. Pursel

Jeraldyn E. Quirk

Rector-Hicks

Funeral Home, Inc.
Jane Reid
Maggie Cashman &

Dan Repinski
Susan & Ken Richardson
Carrie Ringland
Tom Rodgers &

Patty Hamilton-Rodgers
Richard & Becky Roffe
Julie Ryan
Tom Ryther
Lenhart & Debbie Saner
Frank & Dorothy Schirmer
Karen Schreiner
Ron & Pat Scott
Katie Scoville
Nichole Sheehan
The Frame Shop of Henrietta
Steven Shraeder
Richard, Wendy & Liam

Sisson
Steven & Susan Sprecher
Wendy Stevenson



Estella Stone

David Strong

Symington Family

Joseph & Sally Tabbi

Laurence & Marcea
Tetamore

Carol Thiel

Janice Thon

Patsy Titus

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Tomasi

Mary Evelyn Towne

Margaret Vangalio

Mike & Colleen Venturino

Jim & Jean Vokes

Martha C. Wadsworth

W. Austin Wadsworth

James & Diana Waldruff

George & Kathleen Walter

Arthur Ward & Mary E.
Kummer

Mary Kay Whitehead

Scott Wilkerson

Ann Williams

Tom & Nancy Wilson

John & Ellen Wyckoff

John Youngers

IN HONOR OF

For the Anniversary of
Donald Holland and Robert
Bull-Brett

Kyra King Stuart

In Appreciation of the
Service of Eric Grace
Steve and Jan Ashley
Neil and Angela Bliss
David and Sandra Bojanowski
Oliver Chanler
Louis and Allis D’Amanda
Donnan Family
James and Bonnie Ellis
Kristi Hannam
Dean and Ann Jewett
Marcia Koch
Bill & Meg Lloyd
John Lockhart, Ill and

Lynne Mazadoorian
Gail McGuire
Myrtle Merritt
Jon and Bee Perkins
Craig Phelps
Sharon & Chip Presutti
Louise & Will Wadsworth
David W. Walters and

Jo Beth Bellanca
Joyce Wechsler
Sally Wood

For the Birthday of
Celeste Grace
Genesee Valley Equine Clinic

IN MEMORY OF

Livingston Mulligan
Josephine Buckley
Shelia Chanler
Catherine and John Hanchar
Philip Neuer and

Jeanette Hauck
Michael A. and Christina A.

Howard
Virginia Howard
Howlett Farms Inc.
Linda Hundley
Thomas & Elisabeth Judson
Brian Keyes
Maureen Kingston
Bill & Meg Lloyd
Armand and Lori Morrison
Ann Mulligan
Rebecca Ott
C. Thomas and Diane R. Rock
Elsa and Philip Schaefer
Cobb S. Goff and Carol Tyler
Timothy J. Veazey
Joyce Wechsler
Janet R. Williams
Sally Wood

M. Elizabeth Diliberto
Josephine Buckley

Lisa Crecco

Ginny Durbin

Donnan Family

The Hart Family

Mrs. Hugh Hunter

We sz'mereb/ ﬂpologz'za for any errors or omissions. For correction, P/fﬂ.ff contact the GVC qﬁc&

Alana Beach and Tom Lansaar
Bill & Meg Lloyd

Patricia Moran

P. Hans Tanner

Martha D. Wadsworth

Sally Wood

Mitzie and Targhee Grace
Justin Andre and
Carolyn Wehle

Paul Gibson
Ruth Gibson

Richard Edmonds (Pinky)
Hank & Laura Minor

SPONSORS

Oak Tree Half Marathon
and 5k

The Bank of Castile
Tompkins Financial Advisors
Tompkins Insurance Agencies
UPS Store - Genseo

Swain Sports I

The Genesee Sun

Once Again Nut Butter
Worm Power

Fit Club 24/7

Tom Jerris Masonry
Lattimore Physical Therapy
Expressions Salon and Spa
Oak Valley Inn

Livingston County Chamber of
Commerce

Genesee Valley Chiropractic

Wegmans

Avon Fitness & Tanning

Oak Tree Half Marathon
and 5k Gifts-in-kind
GioVanna's Pizza & Pasta
Vital Energy

Palmiters Garden Nursery
Big Tree Inn

Abbey of the Genesee
Barilla

Crossfit Geneseo

Hog Shed Studio Pottery

Geneseo Trio
GioVanna's Pizza & Pasta

Nature Walk Series
Genesee Valley Federal
Credit Union

Gifts-in-kind
Signlanguage, Inc.
Once Again Nut Butter

2011 GRANT AWARDS

Rochester Area Community
Foundation

New York State Conservation
Partnership Program (2)

Land Trust Alliance

* indicates deceased

Investments 5%

2010 OPERATING REVENUE

2010 Income 2009 Income
Crants 9% Contributions $155932.00 $140.716.00
Fundraising Service Income $29,438.00 $55,754.00
Events 10% Fundraising Events $24,529.00 $25.260.00
Service Income 12% Grants $20,957.00 $63.236.00
o Investments $12,318.00 $12,056.00
Contributions 64%
NET INCOME $243,174.00 $297,022.00
2010 OPERATING EXPENSES
2010 Expense 2009 Expense
Fundraising 4% Programs $151.786.00 $139,429.94
Operating $67.535.16 $59.778.37
Operating 30% Fundraising $9,518.00 $9,202.00
TOTAL $228,839.16 $208,410.31

Programs 66%

Genesee Valley Conservancy 2011
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The seventh annual Oak Tree
Half Marathon and Sk drew a
record brcaking 650 participants
this past Labor Day weekend.

]}16 race scrves as b()th a

Board of Directors

We
]uBLth Bdllm a
Neil Bliss

Ron C
Bonnie Ellis
ti Hannam

John1

Martin Miske
_]cH.Mulligan

Jon Perkins
Sharon Presutti
Louise Wadsworth
Joyce Wechsler

Find us an
Facebook

fundraiser for the Genesee
Vallcy Conservancy and an

opportunity to share GVCs

mission with the communicty.

HIC halfmarathon takcs

participants past seventeen

T \\\-.

properties preserved
by the Genesce Valley
Conservancy, inspiring
afew “a-ha” moments
amongst the runners. Participant
Meghan Kukla of Rochester,
NY noted, “When youare out
there running and you hit your
stride, you just feel connected.
You can't help but appreciate the

gorgeous surroundings.”

The event was sponsored
by several local businesses,
including The Bank of Castile,
Tompkins Financial Advisors
and Tompkins Insurance
Agencies and raised $13,000
for the Genesee Valley
Conservancy. At the end of the
race, runners snacked on pizza
and wraps and were honored
with unique awards from local
business. To see the full list of
sponsors that helped make this
eventsuch a success, please see

page 7 of this report.

e Valley

Genesce Valley Conservancy
PO Box73
Geneseo, NY 14454
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